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June 1st, 2011

Dear Museum Friend,

These are very tough times for most non-profit organizations and I am sure you receive daily letters asking for your financial help.  Please consider the many reasons why the Buena Vista Museum of Natural History (BVMNH) is so important to Bakersfield and Kern County and needs your help today. 

· BVMNH is the only museum in central California with exhibits of Anatomy, Astronomy, Anthropology, Archeology, Biology, Geology and Paleontology. All in one location.  Visitors receive a well rounded view of Science and Natural History. 

· The museum displays:

· World class Miocene fossil specimens from our local and famous Shark Tooth Hill. 

· A large and significant collection of animal mounts from Africa, Asia, Australia and North America. 

· A life size Native American interpretive family dwelling area and artifacts from local excavations.

· A diversified Geology section with a stunning collection of Gems and Minerals. 

· Life size Dinosaurs casts and numerous cases containing actual dinosaur fossils.

· A hands-on interactive Science Discovery Center the “Oh! Zone” and “Explore-it Zone” designed for children, but has something for all ages to enjoy. 

· Many wonderful murals depicting landscapes from thousand to millions of years ago. 

· We offer: 

· Monthly Educational programs and workshops for Children and Adults.

· Seasonal Science Camps for children ages 6-14.  

· Earthquake safety and awareness programs through being member of the California Earthquake Country Alliance.      

The heart and soul of the museum are the children. At BVMNH it is all about making Education and Science a fun and lasting experience.  Science is important to all aspects of our lives! It is what helps our children observe, experiment, reason, and think critically – the very skills our teachers see lacking in many students today. 

Our Museum is not simply static exhibits; we are involved with a range of educational efforts that benefit young people.

Consider what we are doing for the children today:

· Each year volunteer docents lead thousands of school children tour the museum. 

· Via our Junior Docent program, we offer an eight session program designed to improve their knowledge of science, speaking abilities, and leadership skills. In 2010, we graduated our second class of junior docents, and this year twelve students are on schedule to graduate. Being a junior docent allows teenagers to learn about and communicate with others the rich natural history of Kern County.

· Off-site presentations allow Museum volunteers to “take the Museum” to schools and have students and teachers participate in interactive learning experiences. One such recent program was showing rocks, minerals and fossils to children at a Science Fair at Edwards Air Force Base

· Every Summer during the month of July we offer Science Camps for children. In 2011, we have expanded to eight classes, to meet the community needs.   

· BVMNH has an ongoing relationship with Cal-State-Bakersfield and is part of the Math/Science Planning Team through a grant from the National Science Foundation. In addition, we joined with Cal-State-Bakersfield, Bakersfield College and Kern County Superintendent of Schools to generate eight new hands-on earth science classroom activities for K-12 students. 

The goal is to stimulate interest in sciences among teachers and students. 

These are only a few of the many reasons why we need your help. 

In our 16 years, the museum has grown tremendously! This past year we lost many of the local fossils from a collection that was on loan to the museum. However, in 2010, a fund raising campaign secured over $40,000 from our generous community and beyond.  With these funds we were able to purchase many of the local Sharktooth Hill specimens. Also, friends of the Museum have loaned significant Sharktooth Hill fossils from their personal collections. These fossils are an important part of our local and worldwide history and are now on display for children and adults to view. In March 2011 we opened the New Sharktooth Hill Exhibit. 

BVMNH has many plans for future growth and improvements, but we must survive this difficult financial period.  Every dollar counts.  Please help us keep the museum operating as a science educational resource for everyone in our community with a donation, or become a sponsor and/or volunteer. If you are not a member, become one and enjoy the many member benefits. Your help can and will make a difference!  

If you have not seen the museum in the past year, I encourage you to stop by and see the many expanded and improved areas. The Museum is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization and all donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law (EIN 77-0401050). We are counting on your support.

Sincerely,
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Don Busse, 

BVMNH Board President 
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Donation and Pledge form

We offer multiple ways for you to financially support the Museum:  donations, pledges, with ranges of time periods and payment methods. Please consider these facts about the Buena Vista Museum of Natural History.  The average operating expense is $110,000 per year, $9166 a month, $301 per day, $12.55 per hour and 21cents per minute.   No donation is too small……..Can you spare a few dollars to help the museum?  Even spare pocket change all adds up!  Your donation will help the museum continue the many educational programs for Children and Adults. 

****************************cut and detach******************************

Name:___________________________ E-mail:____________________________

Address:_________________________City___________________State________ 

Phone:_____________________________________________________________

Please accept my donation in support of the museum’s operation and many science educational programs.  

_____Enclosed is my donation in the amount of  $__________________________ 

_____I would like to pledge semi annually $____________

_____Enclosed is $_____and I would like to pledge on a monthly basis $_______.    

_____I would like to receive pre-addressed monthly pledge envelopes.

_____Please charge the above amount to my credit card #  _____________________ Expiration date _____________Signature___________________________________

_____I would like to have more information about being a Major Sponsor of the museum.  Please contact me at Ph #  ______________Best time to call__________

_____I would like to be a volunteer.  Please send me an application and more information.

Please mail to BVMNH 2018 Chester Ave, Bakersfield, CA. 93301

Or call 661-324-6350    
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